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Hey Band!
Welcome to the end of summer. This can only mean one
thing – Band Camp and football are upon us! While the
summer typically is the “down time” for the GTBAA
Executive Board, we’ve actually had a flurry of activity.
Perhaps you heard about it? Yes, GTBAA ran a
fundraising campaign to support the GT Band’s trip to
Ireland and we exceeded our target goal of $10,000!
I would like to thank Tom Kelman for being the catalyst
for the Ireland campaign. Tom contacted us to see if
there was a need and wound up serving as the proverbial
“kick-in-the-pants” the Board needed to just go get it
done. We took the idea, ran with it, and as a result, we
have a 5-figure total to show. The preliminary total
raised is $10,323.76 as of this writing. The amount could very well change if the mail cycle is
lagging further behind. This amount would not have been possible if not for the support and
generosity of the Band Alumni, our family & friends, and the larger Tech community. I cannot
put into words how proud I am of the Georgia Tech Band alumni for stepping up to the plate
and giving. Well done, everybody!
Past the fundraising news, GTBAA has had a fairly typical spring and summer. Back in April,
along with Band Club, Iota, and Epsilon Theta, we hosted the 1 st Annual Spring Picnic, which
took place at Couch after the Spring Game. It was great seeing the alumni who came out to
share a quick burger and some snacks. The Band was very appreciative of being fed and
enjoyed spending a few hours interacting with the alumni who were around and taking part in
some activities out in the quad.
The Board and I are looking forward to Toe-Meets-Leather in Dublin and starting the planning
for Homecoming in full force. As a reminder, the Homecoming game will be Saturday, October
29 against dook. Expect the program and activities to be similar to the past couple of years,
but with some improvements based on your feedback. We are hoping to have information out
and registration open before the Home Opener on September 10. Be on the lookout for
information in your email and through all of our social media outlets.
Also – as always, we are open to your feedback. We cannot get better without it, so we need
to hear from you. Please do not hesitate to reach out to myself or any of the Board members
with any questions, concerns, or ideas! I can’t wait to see everybody on The Flats this fall!
Go Jackets & THWg!
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Issue 0? Yes, that’s right!
Welcome to the early summer edition of
the Rickety Rackety Buzz! We had a lot of
information and news we wanted to get
out to you as soon as possible, so we’re
publishing this brief newsletter. Stay tuned
in the next month or so for the full version
of the RRB, complete more news from the
board, The Ram, and all the Homecoming
Info. And if you have family updates for
The Ram, or historical stories for T-Time
that you want to share, please submit
them to fireball@gtbaa.org

Homecoming
is October
29th against
dook!

News from Kappa Kappa Psi, Iota
Alex Zickar, President
“If you’re gonna survive a Georgia summer, you best get good at shedding jackets.”
There are about a million adages about change. About the only premise they all agree upon is that change is never easy.
We, the brothers of Kappa Kappa Psi, are in the midst of an era of rapid change. Our summer began abruptly with the
loss of our chapter room. With the recent growth of the School of Music via the exciting addition of a music technology
major program, the school could no longer afford to forfeit the use of an entire classroom to be designated to us.
Though we were crestfallen, we took the news in stride. We rapidly mobilized to clear out the room and we separated
the treasure from the trash. Thanks to the generosity of the school of music, we will be able to continue to use the old
chapter room in some form this fall while it will also now serve as a classroom. Despite the drastic renovations to the
room, the school was kind enough to paint around the crests of Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma, allowing them to
live on in the newly minted, multi-use room.
The marching band is going through a period of rapid change as well. The band has begun renting new tuba and drum
trucks on an annual basis which required the construction of new, removable shelves. Now we wouldn’t be a service
fraternity without service, so accordingly throughout the summer brothers played a very active role in assisting props
with the construction and installation of these elaborate, collapsible shelving systems. Brothers also assisted the Spirit of
Atlanta Drum and Bugle Corps with the construction of carts to carry their speaker systems before Spirit departed on
their tour. Intent on staying involved throughout the summer months, many brothers also assisted in the recruiting of
new members of the bands (and orchestras) at the many FASET sessions.
With band camp right around the corner, all gears are in motion in preparation. Throughout band camp, the
brotherhood will be providing several meals and snacks to the marching band, along with providing the primal necessity
which is sunscreen, and organizing a carpool to help those bandletes living on east campus get to rehearsals.
Throughout the season, we’ll continue to provide water at home games and snacks for away games as we have done so
in the past. We’ve got so much more in store, from shako cleanings to instrument garage sales to organizing drums to
cleaning mouthpieces. Despite the onslaught of uncontrollable change, we’re still serving and we’ll keep on striving for
the highest.
Kappa Kappa Psi is busy and that’s exactly how we like it.

News from the Band Club
Cameron Bradberry, President
Hello! My name is Cameron Bradberry and I am this term’s President of Band Club, with Hans Webster as the VP, and
Tristan McPhail as the Sec/Treas.
First, a bit about myself: I am a fourth-year architecture major, which in itself is rather unusual. My instruments of
choice are either Alto or Soprano Saxophone, as well as the drum set, because those two types of crazy are best when
used in tandem. In addition, I’m a brother of Kappa Kappa Psi (Spring 2015), and have loved having another music
community to take part in.
Moving along, the GT Band experience has given me so much to look forward to during the hardest times of my Tech
career, a fact I’m sure you all can relate to as well, so I jumped at the chance to serve as President and give a bit back.
The major goals of the Band Club EC this year are threefold: to increase the infrastructure within Band Club, help
connect the whole band (not just the marching portion) together in music and camaraderie, and to provide a place that
students of the GT band can go to and have a wonderful experience.
In regards to the infrastructure, the present officers have found that while Band Club has done an admirable job helping
the band in the past, many times it was accidentally made more difficult. To combat this:
1) We will be creating single-source documents for the next officers that lay out all duties, pieces of advice, and
resources (Handbooks).
2) Reevaluating the constitution to be more thorough and helpful as a resource.
3) Utilizing OrgSync, the new GT website for student organizations, to group people for homecoming teams, pose
questions, post updates, answer questions from RATs (or Vets), etc.
Connecting the whole band is a difficult task, but one we’d love to take on. A few efforts we’ll be putting into play are:
1) Having a meeting during band camp to let people know specifically what we are (which the Directors approved).
2) Having more Band Club meetings throughout the year.
3) Reaching out to concert band members and inviting them to existing events, recommending Band Club
membership, involvement in various new band social events and activities.
4) Attempting greater synergy with KKPsi and TBS on possible band-wide service projects.
I believe that a wonderful experience in band isn’t necessarily dictated only by the music you play, or the technical skill
of your fingers, but by the strength and attitude of the group around you. Through these changes, I believe we (your
current officers) will leave the Band operating a bit smoother, and its members a bit happier. Please, don’t hesitate to
contact me or my fellow officers with any questions you may have.
Go Jackets!

You Spoke. We heard you.
Following the 2015 Homecoming game, we sent out a survey to all the band
alumni. We got many great responses about what we did well and what we could
do better. The GTBAA Executive Board has been meeting at least once a month
since then to try to make all of the Band Alumni experience better.
We know that for the majority of you, playing in the stands is an important
activity. Within the last 5 years it has become nearly impossible, logistically, to do
this. We have had long talks with the directors, and given the size of the band
(2016’s group is officially the largest Georgia Tech “Yellow Jacket” Marching Band
in history!) and the sale of tickets for all of the seats around the band, it is not
feasible to execute at this time. We have talked and researched how other
programs conduct their alumni band, and we discovered that we have similar
homecoming programs.
In the meantime, we will continue with a similar homecoming program to the last
2 years. With the opponent being dook, it will likely not be as crazy as it was last
year. We are committed to making sure that all of the proper arrangements will be
in place during the game as to avoid all the confusion that happened in 2015.
We do have a goal to try to get over 150 people to participate in the alumni band
– if we can do that, we could conceivably have the opportunity to pregame all by
ourselves! We will continue to look into ways that we can participate – as the Alumni Band as well as interacting with
and serving the current students. We’re always looking for more ideas, so please continue to contact us with your
thoughts!
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