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Are you ready to eat
cheesecake?

Hey Band!
We are now well into fall with Homecoming right around the
corner! Registration for Alumni Band for the Saturday activities
on is open and will close on Friday, October 21. We are excited
to get together with everybody again on campus and we’re
hoping to have a larger group than the 69 we closed registration
with last year! As has been mentioned through multiple outlets,
our Alumni Band program for this year will mirror those of the
previous couple of years, but hopefully with some smoother
operations. (Here’s to hoping a kickoff time gets announced 12
days prior to help that cause.) One thing that you’ll notice has
changed this year is the registration fees. Rather than charging
dues and asking for participants to pay for the GAMEDAY meal
on top of that, we packaged everything together and have
committed that a percentage of the registration fees will be allocated directly toward support to
the active Band. If you are not participating in Alumni Band and want to pay dues, reach out to
the Board directly and we’ll get you hooked up with a link to submit your GTBAA dues for the
year separate from Alumni Band registration.

Make plans now to join us 7pm Friday
October 28th (Homecoming Eve) at the
Ferst Center for the Performing arts for the
Surround Sounds concert! This is a
performance that the Yellow Jacket
Marching Band has every year to showcase
the talents of each of the sections within
the band – culminating with the entire
band on stage performing their halftime
show and the fight songs you love. It truly
is a spectacular event not to be missed!
After the concert, join us for a reception
provided by the GTBAA, featuring a wide
variety of cheesecakes and other desserts!
Tickets for this event are $10 (free for
students) and will be available at the door.

Also related to Homecoming, I would like to remind everybody that during the proceedings of
our activities, we will have our annual GTBAA business meeting. The key item on the agenda will
be elections for the Member at Large positions on the Executive Board. While the officers are
important positions on the Board, we would not be able to execute any activities without the
members at large. They provide guidance and opinions, coordinate gigs, spam headers, vote on
official GTBAA business matters…and those are only a handful of the things I can think of at the
moment. I am very appreciative of the effort and contribution from our members at large this
past year.
I know I’ve touched on this multiple times in this space over the course of this year, but thank
you once again to everybody who donated during the Ireland fundraising campaign! The
$10,000.00 we raised went directly to supporting the equipment getting to Dublin. The Band is
extremely appreciative of our efforts and many Band Alumni were thrilled to be able to give back
and help the active students.
As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to myself or anybody else on the Board if you have
any questions or concerns or have an idea to share!

Homecoming is October 29th against dook!
Registration is now open at gtbaa.org

2015 Outstanding Junior
Award Recipient:

OUTSTANDING JUNIOR
AWARD WINNERS

Katherine Martin
During Homecoming Weekend 2015, the GTBAA Executive Board proudly
presented the Outstanding Junior Award to Katherine Martin! Katherine is
currently a 4th year Architecture major who has been a trumpet player in both
the Marching and Jazz Bands. She also helps serves the band as a member of
Tau Beta Sigma, crossing during the fall semester of 2014. Katherine also serves
as the unofficial “Hype Ribbon Mistress,” which involves making GAMEDAY
ribbons for the trumpet (and other) section. In addition to her service to the
Georgia Tech Band, Katherine is involved in the larger Georgia Tech community
as well. Last year, Katherine served as the 3rd Year Representative to the Dean
of Architecture, which entails corresponding with the Dean, providing feedback
on to how to make the most out of the students' Studio time. Katherine is
involved in the Georgia Tech Wesley Foundation, performing in their worship
band and also serves as the Student President.

Pictured: Carter Templeton, Katherine Martin, Julie Filipek, and Jen Duke

1985: David “Alpha” Smith
1986: Rob Swope
1987: Chuck Dodd
1988: Brian Hollahan
1989: Steve Gibson
1990: Sandy Labbe
1991: Chris “Opus” Garrett
1992: Jim Schutz
1993: Dana Papp
1994: Mindy Brown
1995: Joselyn Hoffman
1996: Stephanie Davis
1997: Sara Neave
1998: Jessica Shearer
1999: Jack Foy
2000: Terence Haran
2001: Chris Rankine
2002: Ian Turner
2003: Chris Lafferty
2004: Kerry Lafferty
2005: Jessie Grogan
2006: Katherine Goodman
2007: James Benson
2008: Amy Cheben
2009: Katie Horn
2010: Riley Winton
2011: Vicky Prince
2012: Bridget Neukum
2013: Sydney Butler
2014: Parker Buntin
2015: Katherine Martin

Tom Billings
Award Recipients:
2001 Sara Neave
2007: Charles Gaston
2007: Elizabeth Van Patten
2008: Valerie Stickles
2014: Dustin Ingram
Tom Billings

Travels to Ireland: A band alumna’s story
Julie Filipek
My journey started a week before the game when I arrived at the gate at Hartsfield-Jackson. One minute, my
Delta app told me I'm in Delta+ Comfort, and the next I'm upgraded to First Class. After a three course meal,
watching Captain America Civil War, and a good night's sleep, I arrived in London. I ran around London for the
day then catch an early morning flight to Dublin. I decided to rent a car so that I can travel to several cities
before heading my way back to the capital. I expected this experience to be more terrifying than it turned out
being so either I'm a good driver or it just really isn't all that different from driving in the US.
But now we're getting to the part that we all want to talk about: GAMEDAY!!! The day of the game did start
out fairly gloomy. Luckily, I was only staying about 1/2 mile from the stadium so I did not get drenched like
some others that I know. I stopped at one of the coffee shops by the stadium and met up with some lovely
women from Georgia Tech; in fact, one ended up being the neighbor of a mellaphone that I marched with back
in the day. Small world.
Aviva Stadium was wonderful. The partial dome meant that for the entire game, we stayed dry. I met up with
several other alumni so we had our own little cheering section. It was nice to see both bands on the field for pregame, and I got to hear the Irish National Anthem for the first time live. I also got to sing along with some of
the half time show as I am a big enough of a music nerd to be familiar with a wide range of Irish songs: gigs,
reels, ballads, etc. I would discuss the game but as that happened over a month ago, you've probably all talked
about it to no end. However, I bet we can all agree that GT football continues to try to give us all heart attacks
with last minute plays and wins.
I only stayed in Dublin for two nights
but the trip was totally worth it. The
day after the game, I made my way
back to the Dublin airport and flew
over to London for four more days
before heading home. Some say I went
for football, some say I went for
travel, and some would say I went for
the accents. Whatever the case, I
would definitely take the opportunity
to hop over the pond and visit the
Emerald Isle or to see GT play in any
country.

News from Kappa Kappa Psi, Iota
Alex Zickar, President
As we close the door on summer and head into fall, the Iota Chapter is buckling down on our usual business.
There are numerous service events plotted out for the later half of the semester, including the usual suspects of
gameday water and snack bags for away trips (we’re travelling to VT, UNC and u(sic)ga this year). There’s a
large amount of buzz about some exciting, new service ideas to add to the docket this fall such as building a
new electronics cart for our lovely pit. On the membership side, we have nine wonderful candidates this
semester and are excited to get to know them all. No major shenanigans from them yet, but there’s still plenty of
time…
The dramatic changes to our beloved chapter room, however, are taking some time to get used to. Our Vice
President of Service and Historian have been hard at work re-populating our closets from the big move, and, bit
by bit, we’re figuring it out and making the renovated room feel like home. We are also taking this time to
condense our footprint and digitize a large selection of old relics, documents and data from the past. As we’ve
shrunk our physical footprint, we’ve further expanded and refined the digital aspects of our organization. While
the webmaster has been hard at work building a new internal site, out historian his turned his attention on
updating our brother database, improving our social media presence, and memorializing our former chapter
room. We’ve captured interactive, 360° panoramas of the old chapter room (available on our Facebook page,
Kappa Kappa Psi: Iota). We’ve also greatly improved our ΚΚΨ/ΤΒΣ family tree generator and plan on sharing
this with alumni soon. Though the loss of the chapter room was challenging, we took the change in stride and
are rapidly adapting to thrive in the altered environment.
With the arrival of October, all eyes are now focused on Homecoming. For the first time in recent history, the
Brothers, Sisters and Band Club are collaborating to host an exceptional alumni reception after (or before) we
beat dook in Bobby Dodd. This year, we plan on having a cook-off where band members (and alumni, if they
want) will team up and enter their dishes as their contribution to the potluck. Guests to the cook-off will be
given tickets and can use them to cast votes for their favorite dishes. Winners will receive prizes in the form of
gift cards, which have been kindly jointly donated by band members and alumni. We are hoping that the
friendly competition will be a great way to inspire people to compete and innovate with their culinary creations.
Another new addition to Homecoming weekend on the Iota side is a planned alumni breakfast/brunch
the Sunday after the game. The active brothers would like to reach out and get to know our alumni better, and
what’s better than doing that over a great meal? More information on this will be sent out soon to the Iota
Alumni Association, but we hope to see as many Iota alumni there as possible! Go Jackets and AEA!

News from Tau Beta Sigma, Epsilon Theta
Kevin Cleaves, President
Hello everyone! Epsilon Theta’s semester has been going great so far with our three candidates! We have been
continuing our service to the band with band camp lunches, scouting days, and concert receptions. We would
love to see alumni come to some of our events throughout the semester, which you will receive more
information about over the TBS Alumni Header. If you are not on the header, please let me know and I would
be glad to add you. Also look out for an Alumni Facebook Page to be created soon to be able to keep in better
contact. We look forward to seeing you all at the homecoming alumni reception

News from the Band Club
Cameron Bradberry, President
Hello, once again! Band Club has been rather busy this semester, working on a variety of infrastructural
projects. Camp was successfully done, homecoming events are scheduled and signed-up for, band banquet is
underway, and the Officers have met multiple times to discuss policy and procedures.
Currently, a large majority of our energies have been going towards infrastructural work; we’re updating the
Constitution (last revised in 2010), both adding and subtracting clauses and sections that (respectively) need to
be present or don’t apply to the band’s culture anymore. If you’d like to look at the revisions before they are
voted on, please let me know and I can send you the link.
In addition, we’ve been revitalizing the way Band Club works, mainly through the creation of some basic
bylaws (which were referenced in the Constitution, but never actually existed), officer handbooks, and accurate,
consistent financial records. Our goal is to work hard now to set up this precedent of precision so that future
officers won’t have to stress about minor obstacles, and innovate further each year. This way, the GT Band can
go beyond what has been “typical” for us to do in the past, and push forward to create a larger sense of
community and involvement.
In other news, VP Hans Webster will be stepping down in the Spring due to job opportunities, so we wish him
well next semester! In the mean-time, we are searching for possible replacements, and conducting interviews
with the candidates.
All in all, it’s been a busy semester, but we’re pushing through! Let me know if you have any questions, and Go
Jackets!

The RAM! Who’s doing’ what, and with whom!
Engaged:
Michael Coulter & Victoria Fowler

Married:
Vicky Johnson to Austin Prosser
Jessica Durden to Tim Cummings
Matt Scrudato to Kara-Sha Jones
Jim Benson to Sara Stephan
Christian Doestch to Maddie Sheppard
John Gorta to Marilee Murray

Vicky Johnson and Austin Prosser

Births:
Becky Crum & Kelly Flynn begat Harriet Marie Flynn-Crum

In Memoriam:
It is with great saddness report the passing of GT Band alum, KKPsi brother and
GTBAA member Bob Eley. Bob was a EE that retired a few years ago as a senior
official of NSA having held posts in Japan, Washington DC, and San Antonio,
TX. Bob loved the GT Band and came to Homecoming often to participate in the
Alumni Band playing the tuba. Bob was initiated in KKPsi in the spring of 1965
and served as Props Lietenant. Bob was a unique individual who will be missed.

GTBAA Officers and Trustees
Here’s the list of your GTBAA elected/railroaded officers.
And as always, feel free to contact any officer to find out more information about any GTBAA activities.
This being an even year, we will be electing the Board Members at the annual meeting on October 29th. So, show
up or it could be you!
John Gorta
Carter Templeton
Jen Duke
Julie Filipek
Matt Inglese
Heidy Lopez
Ellie Nakamura
Sam “Fireball” Feuer

Executive Director
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

john.gorta@gtbaa.org
ctempleton89@gmail.com
jen.r.duke3@gmail.com
jfilipek24@gmail.com
sandywbw@gmail.com
heidylo15@gmail.com
elizabeth.f.nakamura@gmail.com
fireball@gtbaa.org

HOMECOMING FAQ (why you’re really reading this newsletter,
right?
Q: Where do I sign up?
A: Go to our website at http://gtbaa.org and go to the Homecoming 2016 page. From there, you will be guided
to the two-step process to register, and to pay dues and purchase any merchandise you need.
Q: When does registration close?
A: Friday, October 21
Q: What do we wear?
A: We will be wearing:




WHITE GTBAA or GT Band polos (IN GOOD CONDITION)
Khakis
The optional GTBAA ball cap.

If the weather calls for it, you are welcome to wear a white GTBAA fleece. GTBAA polos, fleeces, and ball
caps are available for purchase through the online store.
Q: Can I get music before the game?
A: After you register, you will be e-mailed a link to the music we will be using for playing at the Campanile as
well as pregame. Please print your music at home before coming to homecoming! We do not have the time
to be printing music during the rehearsal.
Q: How much does it cost?
A: This year, the total homecoming registration fee is $35. This includes dues, pregame meal, and other fees to
cover costs of the Alumni Band program. GTBAA will be allocating 20% of all registration fees and dues to
service for the active Yellow Jacket Band.
Q: Where do my dues and registration fees go?
A: The registration fees and/or dues cover a number of things to support Homecoming each year and help keep
GTBAA functioning. GTBAA also uses what little is leftover to support the active Band through service
projects and alumni/active events.






Operating Costs
o Website maintenance and development
o Banking and online payment processing fees
o Equipment and replacing broken nice things
o Apparel/SWAG inventory
Homecoming Costs
o Outstanding Junior Award - cash award, plaque, etc.
o Surround Sounds concert reception and decoration
o Printing and materials
Service and activities/events with the active Band

HOMECOMING FAQ (cont.)
Q: Can I purchase tickets to the game?
A: Yes, you can! GTBAA and Chris Moore worked with GT Athletics Ticketing to get a block available for
Alumni Band participants to purchase tickets through a special online link, which will be provided to you after
you complete the registration form.
Did you know?
Q: What time does toe meet leather on GAMEDAY?
FOR MANY HOME GAMES AND CONCERTS, YOU
A: The earliest we will know is Monday, October 17.
CAN STREAM THE YELLOW JACKET MARCHING
The ACC can still take the 6-day option to announce
the kickoff time for a Georgia Tech home game this
BAND LIVE ON YOUTUBE! LOOK FOR “GT BAND
season.
LIVE” AND SUBSCRIBE TO GT BAND
Q: Can my family join me?
A: Yes, your family is absolutely welcome to join you during all of our pregame activities up until marchdown.
Due to NCAA regulations, which have been in place since 2007, nobody under the age of 18 years old is
allowed on the field and sidelines.
Q: What do I do with my instrument during the game?
A: Instruments will be stored in the Edge building during the game. We will meet at the Band section for The
Horse at the end of the game and retrieve instruments together as a group.

GT Band Alumni Reception!
Come one, come all to the GT Band Alumni Reception! This is a great
opportunity to meet up with old and new members of the GT band and
eat lots of delicious food! There will also be a cook-off open to all with
prizes available for the winners!
NOTE: The time of this event is TBA and will be determined by kickoff
time.
Rules for the cook-off are here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1He5a_vn7UZaUb6srFayYDNn4he0a96b2_GFGUG1a9s/edit

Event Coordinator: Avery Zickar (avery.zickar@gatech.edu)
APPLICATION FORM: https://goo.gl/forms/5IzdUZ1wJlZpKd2A3
Teams:
 Each team will consist of 1-4 people and will provide a
team name
 Each team will enter at least 1 type of dish, either “sweet”
or “savory.” Teams are encouraged to consult the Results spreadsheet in order to determine which
category of food they will prepare (if not both)
 It is discouraged (but not illegal) to participate on more than one team
Food:
 The food provided by each team will serve as a donation to the reception
 The two categories of food will be “sweet” and “savory”
o Sweet: any food that could be perceived as a dessert, such as cookies, cakes, brownies,
puddings, mousses, muffins, scones, and breads.
o Savory: any food that could be a main dish or a side dish, such as meats, fishes, starches (other
than those mentioned above), vegetables, casseroles, pasta, soups, stews, and chilis.
o If there is a question on the category for a specific dish, please email Avery Zickar for
clarification
 Teams must provide a complete list of ingredients used in baking their dish. They are encouraged (but
not required to) provide dishes that meet the needs of certain dietary restrictions and allergies
o Dietary restrictions: vegetarian, vegan, no pork
o Allergies: nuts, peanuts, egg (raw/cooked), cherries, apples, MSG, tomato, sesame, shellfish,
fish, gluten, wheat, oats
 The food must be brought to the Homecoming reception before food is served, preferably by a member
of the team (exceptions are allowed, but contact Avery Zickar to notify beforehand). The food must also
be labelled with the team name and arrive
with
the ingredients list
The team may choose to change their food
item/category up until October 22nd at 11:59 PM
(notify Avery Zickar)

